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This book was written to provide an easy-to-use resource for use at the eyepiece. The charts are laid out with a 30-degree
chart oriented North up, for naked eye use. They are followed by 6-degree charts with a limiting magnitude of tenth
magnitude for more precise zeroing with your finder. These charts are in two formats, North down direct view, and North
down mirrored view for those that use a diagonal with their finder. Under these are 1-degree charts plotted to the twelfth
magnitude with all deep sky symbols and names removed. These are for sketehing purposes.

At the top of the page, you'll find a small area that contains information on the object. The comments are based on what
can be seen with a 6-inch telescope. Larger scopes will show more detail and colour. Distances are in thousands of light
years.

The charts are formatted to fit a three-ring binder for several reasons. The main reason is that the Messier catalog’s
numbering system has no relation to the objects position in the sky. |t is more related to the time of historical discovery. |
also wanted to leave the book as adaptable as possible. Possible uses are for laying out the charts in a sequence for a
messier marathon, or just selecting the sheets that would be used on one night. The charts are only printed on one side of
the paper for similar reasons, also to leave space for commente or sketches that wouldn't fit on the chart. The exception is
where an object is quite large, in this case, a larger chart is printed on the back of the page. Objects that fit into this
category are M24, M31, M33, M42, M44 and M45.

Also included are a checklist, Messier's sorted by Right Ascension, and large scale finder charts to aid in observing. A
total of 554 charts are contained within.

The charts were generated using David Chandlers software Deep Space version 5.5. The Skymap database, courtesy of the
National Space Science Data Center, was used for the naked eye charts, and the tenth magnitude charts. The Hubble Guide
Star catalog was used for the twelfth magnitude charts. If you are impressed with the charts David can be contacted at:
dschandler@frumble.claremont.edu or hitp://www.esz.com/dschandler
Shareware versions of the software are available there. For those without electronic access:

David Chandler Co., P. 0. Box 309, La Verne, CA 91750.

Other sources of information:

Burnham’s Celestial Handbook, Vol. 1-3, Robert Burnham, Jr.
The Messier Album, Mallas and Kreimer

Observer's Handbook, R.A.S.C., Roy Bishop editor

// /Wi seds.org

Personal observations made with a 6"F8 telescope.

A special thanks to my family, who put up with me hogging the computer for several months, plus long periods of
preoccupation (most of the summer) while | worked on this project. Also, thanks to the members of the Edmonton Centre of
the R.A.S.C. who gave many suggestions and extra ideas of what should be included in this second edition of the book.

Please send comments, eriticisme, and suggestions to
rfell@agt.net or Roger Fell, 5610 - 49A St.., Vegreville, Alberts, T9C - 1K4.
November 11, 1996
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M _NGC Con RA Dec Mag

Size (min) Typ Distance

M1

Common Name

1 1952 Tau 0534.5 2201 9.0 6x4

SNR 6.3k

Crab Nebula

MI - ltis a hazy patch in small telescopes, large scopes can resolve some detail. With oxygen-llI filter,
filaments can be seen, obvious dark areas, oval shape dominates. Strongly polarized light, try polarizing
filter to sec If shape changes with rofafion in larger scopes. Supernova remnant of 1054.

Maessier objacts on 30 degree chart: 35, 36, 37, 38
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| degree field, North down

1 degree field, North up, Mirrored



M NGC Con RA Dec Mag

Size (min) Typ Distance

Common Name

2 7089 Aqgr 2133.5-0049 6 7

GCl 50k

M2 - classic globular, look for dark lane that crosses NE corner of cluster.

Maessiar objects on 30 degree chart: 15, 72, 73
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6 degree field, North down

6 degraa field, North up, Mirrored
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M NGC Con RA Dec Mag

Size (min) Typ Distance

M3

Common Name

3 5272 Cvn 1342.2 2823 7.0 18

GG 35k

M3 - thousands of sfars, bright triangle of stars in middle, with streamers of stars that radlate away from the
cluster. Look for dark obscuring patches in the central mass.

Messier objects on 30 degree chart: 53, 63, 64, 94
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6 degree field, North up, Mirrored

1 degree field, North down

| degree field, North up, Mirrored



30 degree field, North up

1 degree field, North down

1 degree field, North up, Mirrored

































































































































































































































































































































