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This book was written to provide an easy-to-use resource for use at the
eyepiece. The charts are laid out with a 30-degree chart oriented North up,
for naked eye use. They are followed by 6-degree charts with a limiting
magnitude of tenth magnitude for more precise zeroing with your finder.
These charts are in two formats, North down direct view, and North down
mirrored view for those that use a diagonal with their finder. Under these
are l-degree charts plotted to the twelfth magnitude with target object
deep sky symbols and names removed. These are for sketching purposes.

At the top of the page, you’ll find a small area that contains
information on the object and features to look for when observing.

I wanted to leave the book as adaptable as possible. Possible uses are
for laying out the charts in a sequence, selecting the sheets that would be
used on one night. The sheets could be mixed with the Messier charts from
my previous book, allowing both projects to worked on simultaneously. The
charts are only printed on one side of the paper for similar reasons, also
to leave space for comments or sketches that wouldn’t fit on the chart.

Included are a checklist, an NGC list in the sequence as found in “The
Observers Handbook”, and large scale finder charts to aid in planning an
observing session. A total of over 550 charts is contained within.

The charts were generated using David Chandlers software Deep Space
version 5.5. The Skymap database, courtesy of the National Space Science
Data Center, was used for the naked eye charts, and the tenth magnitude
charts. The Hubble Guide Star catalog was used for the twelfth magnitude
charts. If you are impressed with the charts David can be contacted at:

dschandler@frumble.claremont.edu or http://www.csz.com/dschandler
Shareware versions of the software are available there. For those without
electronic access:

David Chandler Co., P. O. Box 309, La Verne, CA 91750.

Other sources of information:

Burnham’s Celestial Handbook, Vol. 1-3, Robert Burnham, Jr.
Observer’s Handbook, R.A.S.C., Roy Bishop, editor
Webb Society Deep-Sky Observers Handbooks, Kenneth Glyn Jones, editor
The Universe from your Backyard, David Eicher
Atlas of Deep Sky Splendors, Hans Vehrenberg

A special thanks to Alan Dyer, the original author of this list, for
giving me permission to go ahead. Thanks, also Roy Bishop, editor of the
RASC Observers Handbook for similar permission.

I'd also like to thank the many that suggested changes and improvements
to my earlier work with the Messier list. Most of your suggestions have
been applied to this work.

Please send comments, criticisms, and suggestions to:
rfell@telusplanet.net or
Roger Fell, 5610 - 49A St., Vegreville, Alberta, T9C - 1K4.
February 16, 1997
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DETAIL ON CROWDED AREAS IN THE SPRING SKY
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